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REMARKS 

Api^Gant tried Id contact Bxamum 
infinmed that Examiner Bengzon i$ not available until Januaxy 2006. Tt is rsquested that Examinar 
Betigzon contact the undersigned attorney when he retums for pmposes of an interview. 

Hie Final Office Action fQCCted Claims 1, 3-7» 9-20 and 27<-32 as bemg obvious under 
35 US.C. §103 over flie ixrevioudy cited Humpleman et al (U.S, Patent No. 6,546^419) in view 
of the previously dted Hcmai et ol (U.S. Patent No. 5,557,585), imd the newly cited Jackson 
(U.S. Patent No. S»963|264). The Humplman et al reftrtnce was considered to be the priniaiy 
teaching in fbmiulati^g Qie rcgecfion. 

The Humpleman et al tefbrence addressed previous problems with remote controls d&at 
were attempticg to controi a number of different home devices having various control and 
command logic. Hun^leman ei al also noted tiie limitation in sig^ range of a r^ote control 
mti^ and Oiat most remote control units £d not have automatic software capabUities to permit 
oommunicatkm between devices to aocQmplish tasks wid&out having a direct user command. 
Humpleman et al's solution was to provide a client device diat could be connected to a home 
network for displayii^ a user intei&ce fbsx could contun in&rmation on each of Ae networic 
devices and display die selected faifiirmation on a user intofiM The user tnterfioe would have 
tlie software capacity to control compatible devices directly and could fijrther update 
infonnation, for example, when a new home device is connected to the netwoik. 

The Office Action acknowledged that the Humpleman et al device did not teach or 
disclose die use of a plurality of specific timer modules that could be selected to provide standard 
times to instruct specific devices to start executing events diat have been predetennined. 
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However, llie Office Action relied upon the Hanoi etal reference to teach a system for 
acquiring a standard time. 

The Hanai et al reference was directed to automaticaUy setting an internal clock in a 
broadcast signal receiver sucb as a video tape recorder. By setting the internal clock, the user of 
the video tape rec(»der is relieved from performing this operadon and since the interoal clock 
could be set automatically, even if Aiere is a loss of power or a diange between a daylight saving 
time and a standard tirne^ &e clock could be periodically set automatically to local time by 
tuning it to a local broadcast signal appropriately carrymg time data which indicates die local 
time. Various events or conditioAS could be utnized to detemiine^^^ 
be adjusted or set 

Thus, the Hmal et al reference was teaching an intelligent video tape recorder with a 
broadcast receiver receivmg timing signals broadcast within a local area to automatically set an 
internal clock to local time fiom only one source. 

Finally, the Office Acdon contended that the Jackson disclosure permitted a hypotiietlcal 
combmation of technology fiom Humflemm etalzxA Hanai ti at to enable each device on a 
network to be pix^grammed to act independently of flie oflier device. ' ' 

The Jachon reference, however, was basically directed to a television receiving device to 
control a videocassette necorder^ and to interfiu^ it widt electronic pzogramming guides diat 
would be periodically updated, fbr example, through a digital data stream received through a dish 
or satellite Intk conforming to MPBG-2 standaids for television programming* Jackson noted 
that diffimnt VCR ZR codes existed and accordmfi^y^ his system required IR codes for every 
model VCR to be downloaded via the data stteam link. This permitted manufltcturers to 
periodically introduce new models diat oouki require different codes fbr different fimctions. 
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Aaottier inqsoitant jneqoircmeiit of the Jackson leference was to hsvo the stellHe Tcceiver 
to inoorporate a high powered vaBaand gpnerator capable of satunrtiag ZR energy within the local 
axea m which fiie VCR device was installed so bat a line of sight of flie VCR* s IR feoeiver wtOi 
the IR generator was not required, see Cohmm 3* Linos 7-19. 

In cperatioa» video and audio hifbrmation could be processed and an dectxonic 
piogrmuning guide could be stored in a memory of the satdUte receiver and displayed on a 
television screen to permit a user to select desired programming selections. A user also could 
select flom the updated VC31 IR code list the speciiic VCR that Hivy are usmg to empower &e 
remote or user mterftce for controlling the operation of that VCR. By i^ovidmg a wireless 
control with a high powered IR generator, flie system was baacally user fiiendly wifiiout 
requhing hard wure connections. 

The present itgecdon is respeotfiiUy traverse since fte Jackson re&rence does not provide 
any teacUng Utat would address tfie deficienries of the previously died Hunqilemm et ol and 
Hanai et al refbcences. 

**Our revicvnng courts have often advised the Patent and Trademazk 
Office that it can satisQr the burden of establishing a prima facie case of 
obviousness only by showing some objective teaching in either the prior 
art, or knowledge generally available to one of oidinary skill in the art» 
Oat •Vvould lead"* that individual '*to combine the relevant teachingp of the 
references.^ In re Fine. 837 F.2d 1071, 5 U.S.KQ, 2d 899, 13 UAP.Q. 2d 
1248 (Fed CSr. 1989). Accor^ngly, an examiner cannot establish 
obviouanesfi by locating references which describe various aspects of a 
patent applicant's invention wi&oiit also providing evidence of the 
motivating fixrce which would impel one skilled in the art to do what the 
patent iqpplicant has done.** 

Bx parte, levengocd, 28 1300, 1302 (Fed Cir. 1993) 

In utiludng die reqmrement of an objective teachh^ that would lead one of ordinaiy sldU 
in the art to combine the teaclungs ftom these three refiBrences^ we note that on Page 4 of the 
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0£Gce Action ibm is an acknowledgmoit that the Hun^leman et al tefbrence did not disclose 
any apparatus actively sending requests to acquire a tinier soufce dodc and 8yn6hnmizing a 
plurality of device docks acconimgly^ and further did not disclose any calculation means to 
detennine the dif&rence between the local time and the standard time. 

Refisrring to iSx^ Haml et al leference, time data is extracted from "special information^" 
known as VBI data that Is multiplexed onto a broadcast sigifial. See Column 4, Lines 31-S7 and 
Figure 2B. The local broadcast sigpal requires the receiver to be tuned to a fixed channel^ and 
infbnnaiion ifaat is transmitted in a one*wey direcli It is accordingly apparent that the tixne 
data is not transmitted in i«qKmse to an acqvttsition requests Thus,(lie 
opmtion of the J^anai ei al leftrence is basically dififeient fiom ^ appsfatus actively sending 
requests to acquire the timer source clock and synchronizing the device clocks accordingiy," 
^cb was ori^nally found in our Claim 1 . 

As can be appreciaied^ It Is necessary in finding objective teachings with a § 1 03 rejection^ 
to be careftil in not relying upon the pxesent application as bemg a template for coDccting the 
prior art Thus* if the Office Action relies upon flie dtsclosuie of die tcansmission reception of 
the acquisition request between two apparatus (the cable box I and the video tape reooider 2) on 
the receiving side in tiie Htaua et al disclosure, to be in efifect the Apparatus actively sending 
requests to acquire die timer source dock,^^ Such an inteipretatian to our claim language would 
be inapprcQMriate. 

In the Hantti et al reference, the acquisition request is <mly transferred between two 
apparatus on the recdving side. That is, the received information could be considered a **$tait 
signal."* It does not infinenoe die syncfarunization device clocks. Hanai et at device teaches a 
passive receptive device dependent upon a local broadcast signal to periodically provide 
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caHbratmg thne data to indicate a local tiznc. It does not disclose IfaatlfaeTeceiviiig side of the 
standard time sends transmitting aide a leqnest to acquire tbe timer source clock to 
accotknnodaie llie features of our present invention. 

Hanoi et al reference basically teaches time data being broadcast fix»n a set channel to 
the receiving side, regardless of when tbe receiving side would sedc tfic time. The transnnssion 
of such time data could be interrupted one sidedly when captioned data is transmitted. As a 
result, it is impossible £6r Hanai etal to receive Oie standard data continuously, as can be seen 
ftom tbe intemq^tioos of ciq^tioned data in Figure 2B. 

In our claims, a timer module transmits a standard time only if it receives an acquisition 
request and fhe transmission of ^e standard time is not interrupted or spaced as m the Hanoi ei 
al disclosuxe. It is, therefim, possible to receive die standard data continuously and proficiently 
deal Willi a jdurotity of device clocks. 

As meotioaed above, I2ie Hanai et al te&renoe provides <lw time data on a periodic 

multiplexing of a local fixed broadcast cihannel. See, for example, tbe flowdiart in Figure 3 that 

discloses when the VCR power is off, a calibration sequence is provided for setting the internal 

dock in the VCR* see Column 5^ Line 59 dmough Column 0, Line 4; 

"Since the operation of automatically setting the internal clock requires 
that time data be received and such time data is included only on selected 
broadcast signals, causing tlie tuner to tune to the selected brradcast signal 
while video tupt recorder 2 is on (i.e., die user has not manually turned off 
video tape recorder 2) causes an undesirable change in the channel 
selection. Such a diange in channel selection during the operation of 
video recorder 2 may cause either interrupted viewing of a selected 
channel or an interruption of the recording of a broadcast program. 
Accordingly^ these undesirable interruptions are avoided by df^ening the 
automatic settix«g of the mtemal clock control after die video tape recorder 
2 is turned off*'' 
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Furtbcr, lefisrring to the teaching in tlic Hanai et al reference a^ociated with Figure 5, 
fbe microcomputer in tiie video tape ffaconl«' can limit tfie setting of the internal clock based on 
fbe broadcast signal to prevwt any loss video data from being lecoided* as shown in Cohmm 7, 
Lines 13-20: 

''In the embodiment shown in FIQ. S» the mictccomputer 22 docs not set 
the internal clock when video tape recorder 2 is about to begin recording. 
This pteventa the internal clock flom being set when there is a possibility 
that Getting the internal clock may cause a *sidpping over* of the 
pix>gramnied record start time." 

For the above reaaon» Hanai et al teaches avoiding the receiving of time data in setting 
the internal clock when it detmnhies wbelher to start a **prepiogramr recoxdhig. The Hanai et al 
merely discloses a constnictiw in whidi the a pp a ratus on Ifae leceivuig side extracts time data 
fiom a local broadcast signal that is periodically transmitted from a broadcast sftation in a one- 
way direcdon and snbsequentty sj^nchionizing a VCR clock baaed on tiiis extracted time data and 
Biibjeet to the above listed findtai^ 

Refenlng to Claim 1, a plurality of target apparatus are connected to each other on a 
network on the basis of equality and target apparatus can syndmmize fiie operation timing for an 
event As such, it is pos^le to specify a diCRsxent timer module ttiat is most suitable fbr each 
event and to cause the tai]gBt apparatus to perfium the event in aynduDnization wifli each other 
based on the tune measured by tbe specific designated timer module. For exaxrple^ the time 
managed apparatus would permit a network of computers in Japan to perform event A in 
^yncbtionizatiiMi wifii each other based on a time measured by a Japanese astronomic observatory 
and then to perform an event B In synchronization wifli each odier based on a time signa} 
measured by a client's personal computer in the USA. 
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Thm ccrtamly 18 no teachiz^ of Ibis ability in any conAiination of tbe references cited, 
Irt alone an objective teaching that can realize tbe construction and advantageous efibcts of 
Claunl. 

As noted above» the newly dted Jackson reference is likewise deficient in teaching any of 
these features. A person of ordinaiy sidll hi the fiefd would simply be provided an updated 
electncRiic programmzng guide hevmg various VCR IR codes that can mable a user to sdect a 
specific model of a VCR that he wishes faistalled in his home ^stem and a hig^ energy IR 
generator that can control the VCR. 

As can be xeadily determined, Qaim 6 has also been amended and inoocporates (be 
feature of specifying the moat suitable ttmer module fbt eacb event and causing target apparatus 
to perfonn the event in synchronization with each other based on the time measured by t!se 
specified thner module* These advantageous features are dsofeund in indepen^^ 
20 and 27-32. 
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If tbe Examiner telicves fhat a telq»lKme interview would help finiher the prosecution of 
this case» the undersigned attorney can be contacted at Ihe listed telqphone number. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being Very truly youis, 
transmitted via &csimile to the USFTO at 
571-273-8300 on December 27» 2005. 



SNELL & WILMER LXJ". 



By: 



ShareaFamua 



Signature 
Dated: December 27^ 2005 




stEHtionNo. 2S,124 
600 Anton Boulevani, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, California 92626-7689 
Telephone: a 14) 427-7420 
Facsimile: (714)427-7799 
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